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On the Asia’s most southern land, there lies a City
by the name of Johor Bahru , where she calls for her
development originated from a river and a street.

In the 19th century, a carpenter from the South of
China, Wong Ah Fook was appointed to build the
Royal Palace of the Johor Sultanate.

Wong Ah Fook’s encounter, in the spirit of his diligence
and prudence, marks the pioneer development
milestone of the Chinese Contractors on the land of
Johor Bahru.
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In 1955, the local contractors, Mr Tan, Mr Lee And Mr
Soh founded the Johore Master Builder Association.
They inherited Mr Wong Ah Fook’s footprint, broke
through various barriers and resistance from the British
Colonial Government, and finally established the
founding of Johore Master Builder Association by the
riverside of Sungai Segget, at Jalan Wong Ah Fook.
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On the 8th September 1955, the Johore Master Builder
Association was founded and officially opened by the
Secretary of the Public Works Department from the

British Colonial Government. Mr Tee Teong Tong was
then the first President of the Association.
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The Year 1957 saw the independence and release of
our country from the British Government, and soon
witnessed te prosperity brought forward to the city
of Johor Bahru. Our association and the construction
industry were excited with the birth of the new
country.
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The introduction of New Economic Policy, in aims to
achieve a more balanced economic growth among
all races. The quota system opened a new challenge
to the members. Soon, our members had developed
the sharing culture with other races, in the spirit of
building a beautiful country.
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In 1971, Tun Abdul Razak, commonly known as the
“father of development”, started his blueprint of routine
Malaysia Development Plan setting every 5 years.
In the 1970s, Johor Bahru rode well economically on
the geographical advantage for being the Southern
Gateway of the Country. This period witnessed the vast
development of various “taman” residential areas, in
satisfying the crave of surging housing demand. Many
Contractors were seen prospering in the industry.
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In 1972,the past President, Dr. Cheng successfully
raised the fund of RM 55,000.00, with the strong
supports from the members, and entered into the
purchase of the current double-storey shophouse at
Century Garden.

1985 HE T A B A, A NTAEAITE
RIENB AL B, TEAZS
BHASKRTUESRAETETHONRK, E
E%ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁiﬁgxﬁﬁﬁgo

- T
s ,::E - o _' g J
T S e
. ¥ 1 L}
. =1




L4
IaR(AAAIAAR

The operation cost of maintaining the old Association
premise at Jalan Wong Ah Fook turned out to be
financially unsustainable in 1985; this urged the
Association to move into our own shophouse in Century
Garden. Not only the Association has our own house
now, it has since then provided a better platform for
the members to express their feedbacks towards the
local construction industry.
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The Justice of Peace, Mr Goh took up the leadership
of the association in 1986. The economy was very
depressed whereby many contractors were seen
suffering in their businesses. The Association then
called for the contractors from various parts of Johor,

in attempt to work out various solutions in face of the
economic difficulties.
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Mr Tan Wee Hiong succeeded Mr Goh and became
President in 1992. This was the year which saw
the industry suffering from the shortage of cement

supply.
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In 1994, the Construction Act came into placed, which
demands systemization of Construction Industry. All
Construction Companies or individuals in Malaysia
must conform to the compulsory registration and
qualification, in order to conduct their profession.
Our association was one of the few active advocators
who pioneered in leading our members into this
application process.
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June, 1995 once again saw the shortage of cement
supply. Under the firmed navigation of Mr Tan, the
local construction industry managed to overcome the
problem by using the imported cement.
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Our honourable member Mr. Low Ha Seng, an ordinary
officer in a local contracting company, had spent his
lifelong saving on the purchase of his double-storey
terrace house. Upon his demise, the ownership of the
house was gracefully donated to Johor Master Builder
Association. The rents collected, until today, have all
been converted into Liew Annual Scholarships and
given to the children of the members who performed
academically in the1r learning institutions.
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In the recent 40 years, the Association had made it a
tradition to give the red packets and food to the needed
old people. The past Presidents and the members have
been actively involved in leading the local Chinese
education, sports and cultural activities. In the 1970s,
the Association had even formed our own basketball
team in supports of the local basketball development
activities.

0BZNFRE, FHMNET P
Kuit, BRHAEEEAE (B O K
FEGARAEBRN, it | o
R W H- R HFH o =
19BE NIRRT, ZHRALH
EXHAR, RELGWRALAXE, THE
e, EEAFFLE, BARE, ENLA
FEHER AR

In 1995, in order to promote the spirits of the builders,
the Association had organised a nationwide writing
competition, which aimed to gather creative ideas
associated with building activities. Some of those

works were then archived and printed in the 40th
Anniversary magazine.
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In 1999, the Chinese Builders Association Newsletter
was successfully published, in aims to provide the
members with the latest construction information
and market trend. In the spirits of promoting health
and social works, golf competitions were held with
various bodies.
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In 2001, Mr Tan planted the idea of establishing the
Southern Malaysian Builders Association. In 2005, Mr
Cheng Lock led the Association as the first President,

with the collective supports from various members
within the industry.
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In 2005, the Association entered her 50th Anniversary
establishment. The then President, Mr Tai led and
developed the external programmes with the Universiti
Teknologi Malaysia, in organising building and
construction based diploma courses. Acknowledging the
records of half-century development of the Association,
the 50th Anniversary Magazine was published with
forward moving progression.
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In 2008, the completion of Singapore-Malaysian second
link promoted the development in the Iskandar Region.
Under the leadership of Dato Loh, many contractors
managed to start venturing into this region and opening
their career path for the new development.
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In 2010, Mr Cheng Lock visited various areas in the
Southern Malaysia, to encourage the construction
industry players in working together. He founded
the JMBA Youth Section to assist the main Council in
running the timely operations. During his tenure, he
strongly pushed forward the movement of industrial
trainings as well as various short professional courses
to support the demand of the fresh construction
personnel, at least 3 times a year. At the same time,
the Construction Development Section was also
founded, in aims to groom and attract the secondary
school leavers from various parts of Johor, to consider
joining the construction industry and becoming our
future construction leaders.
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In 2015, we saw more development in the Iskandar
Development Region. With the influx of foreign
developers and investors, the trend had shaped
Johor Bahru transforming into an international city!
The President, Mr Sim Tian Liang has promoted the
emphasis of green building and professionalism within
the industry and also founded the JMBA Education
foundation. Various activities such as the “JMBA Run
2015” held in conjunction with Green Land, visit to
the Danga Bay View and earthquake donation scheme
to Nepal. are some of the charity works carried out
during his tenure.
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By the river and at a street, the birth of Johor Bahru's
development was announced, and today, it has grown
into a charismatic international city. The Johor Master
Builder Association continues to work on her stable
footsteps and calmly tags along the members towards
handling the global challenges. For the past 60 years,
Presidents of various tenures have all been working
hand in hand with the Council members, strongly
believing in serving our Society. Irregardless of the
extensiveness of time and energy required, they all
work towards the mission of integrating construction

technology and continue to hold their admirable
principle as to serve and not to yield.




